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At our last annual meeting Hon. H. A. Bergman, President of the Manitoba Bar Association, compared the Canadian
and American systems of jurisprudence. In discussing the
method of selecting judges he said: "In my humble opinion
our (Canadian) system of appointing judges for life, the
system that prevails in the case of your federal courts, is
superior to the system of electing judges by popular vote for
a short term." And notwithstanding the fact that the appointments are not always ideal, he further said: "The security of
tenure and the knowledge that the work they were taking up
would be their line of work for the rest of their lives, has made
these men apply themselves whole-heartedly to their work
and made them independent of all considerations other than
their oaths of office."
It seems to be considered a fundamental principle of
state government in the United States that substantially all
official positions, including judgeships, should be filled by
election. Yet in the beginning, our first state governments
provided for selection of judges by appointment. The first
variation from this was in 1812, when Georgia adopted the
policy of election for certain inferior judges. Mississippi,
in 1832, was the first state to provide in its constitution for
election of all judges. Other states have followed the lead
of Mississippi until today there are only ten states having the
appointive system.
If we put aside our prejudices and give this matter
impartial consideration we can hardly escape the conviction
that a system providing for appointment of judges for long
terms should be adopted in North Dakota.-FRED J. TRAYNOR,
President.

